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LICENCES FOR HOSPITALLER SISTERS  
AT PAMIERS AND MORLAAS: 1371

The military-religious Order of the Hospital had 
only two female monasteries in late-medieval France; 
both were in Quercy, at Beaulieu and nearby at Fieux.1  
Beaulieu was the house of Saint Flor who died in 1347, 
and her vita and miracles illustrated life in an enclosed 
house of Hospitaller women.2 At Beaulieu there was a 
numerus clausus of thirty-nine fully-professed sisters, 
and entry required a dowry and a period spent as a 
novice waiting for the vacant place of a deceased sister.3  
Hospitaller women were full members of a religious 
order. They did not constitute a separate branch of the 
Hospital but took the normal vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience though, like other non-military classes within 
the Order such as the priest-brethren and many of the 
sergeants, they did not fight. Nor were they necessarily 
enclosed in a community of sisters.  Some resided in a 
predominantly male commandery, perhaps because they 
could not afford or secure entry into an enclosed house.  
Some were widows; others may simply have had local 
connections or have found life convenient in a military-
religious order. Hospitaller women were not numerous 
but they had some importance, for their donations and 
for their family connections; they might help to keep the 
Order in continuous touch with a wider public whose 
support it needed.

Some women took a simple vow of obedience as 
donats, a status which, in return for some sort of donation, 
normally secured them food and lodging for life as well as 
burial and posthumous commemoration in prayer.  Women 
could become donats together with their husbands, 
occasionally making a profession as full religious sisters 
if they were subsequently widowed.4   On 22 May 1371 
the Prior of Toulouse, Fr. Gautier de la Bastide, licensed 
the Commander of Cagnac to receive an unnamed man 

1 A. Luttrell – H. Nicholson, “Introduction: a Survey of Hospitaller 
Women in the Middle Ages”, in Hospitaller Women in the Middle 
Ages, ed. A. Luttrell – H. Nicholson (Aldershot, 2006); A. Luttrell, 
“Les Femmes hospitalières en France Méridionale”, in Les Ordres 
religieux militaires dans le Midi (XIIe – XIVe siècle) = Cahiers de 
Fanjeaux, 41 (2006). 

2 “Vida e Miracles de Sancta Flor”, ed. C. Brunel, Analecta  
Bollandiana, 64 (1946); cf . P. L’Hermite-Leclercq, “Fleur de Beau-
lieu (d. 1347), Saint of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem”, in 
Hospitaller Women, and B. Montagnes, “Une Sainte quercynoise de 
l’Ordre de l’Hôpital: Sainte Fleure (†1347)”, in Les Ordres religieux 
militaires. 

3 Luttrell (2006), 103-104, states, with some reservations, that 
there were apparently no fully-professed women in Southern French 
male commanderies, but the documents here mentioned impose 
amendment of that remark.

4 Hospitaller Women, passim; Luttrell (2006), 102-104; and 
especially, D. Carraz, “Présences et Dévotions féminines autour des 
commanderies du Bas-Rhône (XIIe - XIIIe  siècle)”, in Les Ordres 
religieux militaires.

and an unnamed woman as donats to reside in different 
houses; they were to be of legitimate birth, whole of limb 
and “suitable” – ydoneitatem habentes.5 On 9 October 
1371 the Prior licensed Fr. Guillaume de Rivière to receive 
as a full soror a woman named Prosina de Bayonne who 
had long been a donat in his Commandery of Morlaas; he 
was to invest her with her habit and support her with all 
necessities in that commandery (Doc. 2). Women might 
even rule a Hospitaller house. The Commandery of Gabre 
with Capoulet in the Ariège was ruled by soror Condor de 
Rabat from 1325 to 1332 and by soror Sybille de Foix from 
1381 to 1393.6   The latter was evidently the Sybille soror 
domus nostre who governed the baiulia of Capoulet in 
1378 when Fr. Arnaud de Saint Victor complained that she 
was holding his clothes and possessions.7   Occasionally a 
commandery was dominated by a woman who was not a 
professed Hospitaller; for example, in 1373 at Puimoisson 
in Provence the commandery was under the complete 
control of a donat named Alaète Fabresse.8

Men and women Hospitallers took a vow of 
poverty, and on entering the Order they often gave 
their possessions to relatives or to the Hospital itself.  
Sometimes, however, the death of a relative meant that 
they inherited patrimonial goods after their reception; in 
such cases the properties might pass to the Order or, with 
superior licence, the heir might dispose of them.  In 1371 
such a situation confronted Fr. Guillaume de Calatrave, 
who had been granted the Commandery of Pamiers by 
an act issued by the Master of the Hospital at Rhodes 
on 1 October 1370.9 Fr. Guillaume’s sister Raimunda 
had died leaving him as her heir and the whole family 
patrimony, paternal and maternal, passed to him. On 
6 May 1371 the Prior licensed him to dispose of these 
goods to the profit of the Hospital.10  Three days later the 
Prior also licensed Fr. Guillaume de Calatrave to receive 
the vows of an unnamed woman who was to become a 
fully-professed Hospitaller; he was to give her habit to 
her and to assign her to a stagia, or board and residence, 

5 Toulouse, Archives départementales de la Haute-Garonne, H 
(Malte) 349, f. 25v.

6 According, without specific sources, to A. du Bourg, Histoire du 
Grand Prieuré de Toulouse (Toulouse, 1883), 173-174; du  Bourg 
speculates that Sybille was possibly a natural daughter of Gaston 
Phébus, Count of  Foix. 

7 Valletta, National Library of Malta, Archives of the Order of 
Saint John, Cod. 323, f. 95v.

8 N. Coulet, “La Vie quotidienne dans les commanderies du 
Prieuré de Saint-Gilles de l’Ordre de l’Hôpital d’après l’Enquête 
pontificale de 1373”, in La Commanderie: Institution des Ordres 
militaires dans  l’Occident médiéval, ed. A. Luttrell – L.  Pressouyre  
(Paris, 2002), 156.

9 Toulouse, H (Malte) 349, f. 41v-42.
10 Toulouse, H (Malte) 349, f. 12 (incomplete), 18 (complete).
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in his commandery. There was no condition of nobility or 
knightly origin but she had to be “apt” and of legitimate 
birth (Doc. 1).

The licence for the unnamed soror was possibly 
intended for a daughter of Raimunda or for some 
other woman left without home or support following 
Raimunda’s death; the licence may not have been 
used. Fr. Guillaume de Calatrave was slow to dispose 
of his inheritance and on 14 January 1373 the Prior re-
issued the licence for him to do so.11 Military-religious 
orders were naturally male dominated but the acts of 
1371 confirmed that the Hospital did not constitute an 
exclusively masculine institution.

Anthony Luttrell

11 Toulouse, H (Malte) 349, f. 75v.
12 Inventaire sommaire des Archives départementales antérieures 

à 1790: Haute-Garonne – Archives ecclésiastiques: série H, tome 1 
– Ordre de Malte, Nos. 1-417 (Toulouse, 1927), 239, gives “sa soeur” 
but the Ms. reads vnam, which makes better sense, rather than vram; 
Fr. Guillaume’s sister Raimunda was dead, and if there had been 
another sister she, rather than he, would presumably have received the 
inheritance.

13 Ms: dillectam.

Doc. 1:  Toulouse H (Malte), 349, f. 20.

Frater Gaucherius de Bastita sacre domus hospitalis 
sancti Johannis Jherusalem humilis prior Tholose Re-
ligioso in Christo nobis carissimo fratri Guillermo Ca-
latrave domus eiusdem de Appamiis preceptori salutem 
et sinceram in domino caritatem. Vestris justis peti-
tionibus annuere volentes ut exhigunt vestre probitatis 
merita.  Igitur vnam sororem12 aptam et de legitimo 
matrimonio procreatam in nostram religionem ponendo 
et recipiendo solempniter ut est moris tribuendo eidem 
vestes humiles et habitum nostre Religionis cum voto 
solemni per eadem faciendo assignando eidem stagiam 
in dicta domo nostra Appamiarum tenore presentium 
vobis licencia et auctoritatem impertimur.  Datum Tho-
lose sub nostro sigillo proprio die ix mensis maij anno 
domini moccco lxxjo.
       
   G. Caluatj
    Reg[istrat]a

 
Doc. 2:  Toulouse, H (Malte), 349, f. 33.

Frater Gauterius etc. Religioso in Christo nobis caris-
simo fratri Guillelmo de Riberia domus eiusdem de 
Morlauis preceptori salutem et sinceram in domino 
caritatem.  Cum dillecta13 nostra Prosina de Bayon[a]  
donata nostra animo deuoto cupiat et affectet prout in-
telleximus nostre Religionis soror effici et precipue cum 
longo tempore donata in dicta vestra preceptoria exti-
terit, igitur vobis tenore presentium dictam Prosinam 
in sororem domus nostre recipiendo solemniter ut est 
moris habitum nostre Religionis eidem tribuendo, as-
signandoque eidem stagiam in dicta vestra preceptoria 
vbi sibi in cunctis suis necessariis debite et honeste sibi 
prouideatur juxta laudabiles consuetudines nostre Re-
ligionis licenciam et auctoritatem inpertimur. Datum 
Fronthonij sub sigillo nostro proprio die nona mensis 
octobris Anno domini moccco lxx primo. 

Fig. 2 -  Beaulieu, état actuel.

Fig. 1 -  Beaulieu, intérieur.

RÉSUMÉ
 Si l’ordre de l’Hôpital a compté deux communautés fermées 
de dames hospitalières en France, à Beaulieu et à Fieux en 
Quercy, d’autres sœurs ayant prononcé les mêmes vœux que 
les hommes ont parfois résidé dans des établissements tenus 
majoritairement par des chevaliers. Deux actes de 1371 
prouvent en effet que des commandeurs du prieuré de Tou-
louse reçurent l’autorisation de recevoir une femme, en tant 
que sœur hospitalière, dans leur maison.
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